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Why Zero Emission Buildings?

In a global and European perspective, buildings are 
accountable for about 40 % of all GHG emissions.

IPCC reports point to measures in the building sector 
as being the most economical (when compared to 
other important sectors.)



The IEA view

World abatement of energy related CO2 emissions in the 

450 Scenario:



Energy efficiency 

ïcheaper than new energy

Cost for various GHG measures in Europe, 2020. Source: McKinsey (2008) 



Globally, the building sector has the greatest potential for GHG reduction ïat the 
lowest cost. The figure shows economic potential for yearly reductions costing 
less than 100 US$ per tonne CO2-eq. 

Source: IPCC: 2007. Mitigation of Climate Change

Emissions reductions ïcheapest in the 

building sector



State-of-the-art in Norway ïnew dwellings

Løvåshagen, Bergen 

28 apartments completed in 2008. 

Sold at ñmarketò prices.

Norwayôs largest ñpassive houseò project 

so far. 

Calculated energy demand (purchased):   

65 kWh/m2yr (ca 50 % of required by 

new Building Code). 


